
* **

***

* to keep back, to
hinder
** faint, weak
*** obsistere - to
place oneself in
the way

Preface (177,1–180,15)

etiam

(

)

?

*

***
**

****

* the will's ability
to decide, choice
** io paean - 
hail, o Apollo
*** pervicax -
persistent, 
stubborn
**** to gape, to
 open the mouth

sum
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*

** *** ****
+

++
+++ ++++

#
##

###

####

* **ve ve*** ****

*****

+

(
) ut

that not

(ne non = ut)

(
)

id

* to trample down,
to crush
** to be dirty, to
seem shabby
*** vilescere - to
become worthless,
to seem worthless
**** compati - to feel
pity, to have sym-
pathy
+ dirt, shabbyness
++ to consider
unworthy
+++ refuse, swee-
pings
++++ dung, ordure
# disguise, deceit
## allurement, 
attraction
### to conceive,
to determine
#### mederi + dat. -
to heal
* beach
** to plough
*** sand
**** large jar
***** pertundere - to
perforate
+ reed, cane

(see below)

posset (?)

178:9-10 ("fore, ut quantislibet ..."): The printed text reads the verb form "posse" in the next line and not "posset", meaning 
that the subjunction "ut" must be linked to "tentaret" and "posse" belongs to an AcI triggered by "fore". This is possible in
terms of language and content, but it would be better to read "posset" instead, connect this verb with "ut", and understand
"quantislibet" not as an adverb but as the introduction to an indirect question. This reading has been used in most
translations.
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***

**

*
* to play upon, to
mock, to do mischief
to
** to wet, to water
*** to stand in, to
urge, to insist
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*

**

*

*** ****
#

##
###

####

+

I. Response to
Erasmus’ intro-
duction 
(180,16–234,39)

(
) (

**
)

* to gain
** This "quod" refers
back to "men-
dacium" and starts
a relative clause.

* nonnihil -
something, 
 somewhat
** to burden,
to weigh down
*** persistence,
stubbornness
**** to this point,
so far

# to attract, to allure
## adsequi - to 
follow after, to grasp
### natural quality,
temper, mode of
thinking
#### par est - it is
proper, it is right

+ in other respects,
otherwise, else
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*

**

***

+ abl.

)(

+ abl.
= quin etiam

++++

++ +++
+

**

**

*'**

*****

* opus est + abl. -
to have need of
** = rixa, ae
*** aliud ... aliud - one
thing ... another thing
**** kind of flatfish
(turbot)

+ to incite, to provoke,
to challenge
++ to rattle, to exclaim
loudly, to reprove
+++ to stand in, to
urge, to insist
++++ festive, merry,
jolly

* favour, approval
** +dat. - to give place
to, to yield to, to give up
*** reed, cane, reed-pen
**** se temperare - to 
restrain oneself from
****' howsoever, in 
whatever way

*

(ut)



*

**

u

" " " "

(esse)

***

(esse)

#

##

****

*****(quia)

* (supine II)
** querulari - to
complain
*** exaggerare - to 
surpass, to embitter,
to exaggerate 
(passive voice: to 
be carried away, to
be embittered)
**** (reported speech
= oratio obliqua with
AcI)
***** delectare - to 
attract, to allure

###

# neither the one
nor the other
## to assent, to be
favourable
### rixari - 
to disagree, to
clash

+ rather
++ non adeo ...
ut - so little ... that
(instead)
+++ quam + 
superlative - 
as ... as possible

+ ++

+++

*

**

***

* willing, with
pleasure
** to take away,
to withdraw
*** otherwise, else

(aliquod)

What does "assequi" (to follow after, to grasp, to comprehend) mean?
1. It does not mean "sceptico more dubitare".
2. It does not mean "perfecte nosse ac videre" because that would imply "unum aliquid assecutus,
omnia assecutus" on the one hand, and "qui non assequitur, nullam partem creaturae unquam assequitur"
on the other.
3. It means "certo apprehendere", namely to firmly grasp the core truth of Christian faith.
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*

**

***

****
#

##
###

####

* to assent,
to speak
** dirimere -
to separate,
to break off,
to interrupt
*** to wave 
a sword,
to struggle,
to fight
**** kidneys

# inventend,
fitly ordered,
false
## persis-
tence,
obstinacy,
stubborn-
ness
### persis-
tence,
obstinacy,
stubborn-
ness
#### pig
 

= Deum

(esse)
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* **

###

#####

##

####

## to make public
## ghost, spectre,
mask
### contagious 
disease, destruction,
ruin
#### seal
##### door

*** ****

* hidden, reserved
** (participle or
noun); lusus, us -
play, sport, game
*** there!, see there!,
behold
**** to force, to
extort

)(

(as one who ...)
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*

**

***

##
### + ++

* a place
where two
ways meet
** to say
repeatedly,
to formulate,
to sentence
*** narrow
street, lane

+++
*

**
***

# specus
 - caviti,
cavern
## abstru-
sus - 
hidden
### retire-
ment, soli-
tude, 
retreat

+ door,
gate
++ open
space
+++ folly,
stupidity,
indolence

* draping,
covering
** to cover,
to shut, to
close
*** to make
blind, to
darken

#

°
°° °°°

##

#

###

° chance,
accident, heed-
lessness, fool-
hardiness, rash-
ness
°° to blame, to
condemn
°°° to cover, to
drape

# to cease, to
abandon
## distortion, 
perversity
### to bring into
reckoning, to
ascribe
#### listlessly,
superficially

####
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+ ++ +++
*

** ***
#

+ to add to, to bring
under
++ distrust, suspicion
+++ sting, prickle

* gluing together
** inexcusable, un-
forgivable
*** double meaning,
ambiguity

# to cut back, to
remove
## villainous, wicked

##

+

++

+++

+ unwise, foolish
++ to count, to
review
+++ ignorant,
inexperienced

** clemens - gentle,
mild, merciful
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*** ***

+

++ +++

#

##

*

***

* to breathe
(out)
** to breathe
upon
*** drunken-
ness, 
sickness

+ super-
fluous
++ wonder-
ful sign,
monstrosity
+++ to for-
give, to ex-
cuse

# to slide,
to glide, to
fall
## an even
and flat
space, field

+ ++ +++ +++++ beauty, 
ornament
++ to twist
out, to take
away by
force, to
extort
+++ fear
++++ perhaps

##

* to make
a great
effort
** to go
round, to
go about
*** ice

# wholly,
absolutely,
in short
## pressure,
effort

**

1.

2.
3.

(as somebody who)

(dat. auctoris)

(oratio obliqua)

#

eam esse

esse
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+

++

+ to turn round
++ to overwhelm,
to overpower

esseesse eam

(adverb)

*

**
***

# ##

###

+ ++
+++ ++++

*

(+ abl.)

**

* treasury
** to cry
out, to 
shout
aloud
*** expen-
se, cost

***

# ##

esse

****

* shoulder
** headlong, hasty
*** to be at hand,
to support
**** eloquence

# rich, plentiful
## above what is
stricly necessary,
superfluous
### quality, nature,
disposition

+ to plough
++ seashore,
beach (litus
arare - to do
something in vain)
+++ sand
++++ mud, dirt

# chance, heedless-
ness, foolishness
## to curse, to abhor
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*
**

***
+

++

* to begin to perceive
clearly, to begin to
feel deeply
** to exert oneself,
to make a great effort
*** slippery, smooth
+ to laugh at, to mock
++  to force against,
to dash at
+++ chance, heedless-
ness, foolishness

+++

#
# hinge of a door,
that on which all 
depends
## to investigate in
detail

##

*

u # #
###

# and even
## hating, hateful
### to take away,
to remove, to 
release
#### a little, too
little

####

**

* to put to the test,
to be exposed to
danger
** and even
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* **
***

+

(quote from Q.)

++ +++

= sciveris

#

##

* to take before,
to anticipate, to
expect
** whetstone,
grindstone
*** oratorical art,
eloquence

+ experience,
knowledge
++ to throw away,
to abandon
+++ to throw away,
to give up

# to deprive of,
to rob
## useless, 
unsuitable
### to press, to
push forward

###

*

** ***
+ ++

+++
++++

#

##
###

*

* favourable, 
gracious
** contingere - to
happen
*** unchangeable

+ stroke of lightning,
thunderbolt
++ to prostrate, to
overthrow
+++ to pulverise,
to use up, to wear
away
++++ to disguise,
to hide, to ignore

# to make strong,
to support
## healthily,
beneficially
### to settle apart,
to fall into disagree-
ment

* ignorant, 
unaware
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+

++

+++
#

##

f.###

*

**

***

+ unopposed, without
contradiction
++ changeable, 
mutable
+++ sapere - to have a
flavour, to have a sense,
to be judicious, to have
knowledge; sapiens - wise,
sensible, judicious
# to obstruct, to entangle, to
impede
## to accomplish, to com-
plete
### to leave off, to cease
* to last on, to endure
** not foreseeing, unaware
*** to seize, to grasp

+

++ + to sweat
++ to yield, to admit
+++ to ward off, to 
outplay, to out-
manoeuvre

+++

(abl. abs.)

(etsi)
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+ ++

++++ to play upon, to mock,
to ridicule
++ to feel burdensome, 
to feel annoyed, to disdain
+++ thick, dense

#

##

###

# mockery, derision
## no less, notwith-
standing
### as much as you
please

*

**

* hidden
** to rub, to crush,
to wear away
*** to stir up, to awaken,
to raise

***

+ ++ +++

++++

+ goddess of fate
++ unappeasable
+++ unchangeable,
irrevocable
++++ Pergama, orum -
citadel of Troy

in

(= cedant)

(subject acc. = fatum)



+

++

+++

+ pleasing, acceptable
++ to hide, to pretend to
not see, to ignore
+++ usual, customary

*
* beyond, farther, more
than

** remunerari - to repay,
to recompense

**

*** *** to collapse, to shatter

#

##

# in what direction, to
what end
## to keep away from,
to abstain
### friendly, kind
#### to learn

####
+

++ (gen. pretii)

+++

(esse)

+ agnasci - to be born in
addition to, innate
++ comfort, relief
+++ to build, to cause,
to order
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+ ++

+++
#

##

### *

*****
+ ++

+++

#

## ###

*

**

*** +

++

+++

# ##

###

+ ++

+++

++++ +++++

+ to scare off, to frighten
away
++ chance, heedlessness,
rashness
+++ wonderful sign, omen,
monstrosity

# to blab out, to chatter
## to dash against, to 
force upon
### unwilling, reluctant

* scene, stage, public
** moderate, middling
*** to play the fool, to talk
nonsense, to cheat

+ involvere - to roll in, to
wrap up
++ to plunge into, to
immerse
+++ to pardon, to forgive

# parere - to bring forth,
to create
##  sharp, keen
### to pursue, to attack

* to defile, to pollute
** dung, ordure
*** to claim, to assert, to
protect, to avenge

+ to separate, to distinguish
++ sediment, impurity
+++ trifles, nonsense

# proficisci - to go forward,
to proceed, to originate
## expense, cost, loss
### examining magistrate,
torturer, executioner

+ papyrus, paper
++ to spare (+ dat.), to 
refrain from
+++ it is expedient, it is
useful
++++ to expose for sale,
to prostitue
+++++ mixed, common,
ordinary, promiscuous

(adv.)
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*
* paper
** to spare (+ dat.)

**

+ +++++ ++++

+++++
+ cave, hollow, hole
++ scarab beetle
+++ sewer, drain, ex-
cretory organ
++++ to be afraid, to be
ashamed, to have respect
+++++ to chatter, to prate,
to tattle

#
##

###

# foreign, strange
## to scrape together, to
rake together
### talketiveness
#### to censure, to blame

####

*

**

* to trifle, to play the fool,
to talk nonsense
** foede - foully, cruelly,
horribly
*** in an ugly manner, 
disgracefully, dreadfully

***



*

* foul, disgusting,
abominable
** cave, hollow, hole
*** sewer, drain, ex-
cretory organ

** ***

#

##

### ####

# in any way
## to talk nonsense
### to sting, to bite,
to trouble
#### hateful

+

++ +++ ++++ +++++

* **

*** ****

+ annoyance,
offence, obstacle
++ to plead as an 
excuse, to urge as a 
pretext
+++ ear of corn
++++ to step, to walk
+++++ = videaris

* it is expedient, it is
useful
** appearance, mask,
ghost
*** in whatever way,
anyhow, however
**** hic, haec, hoc +
strenghned with ce + 
interrogative particle 
ne
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*

**

* to attack
** to catch in a net,
to entangle
*** to pull asunder

***

+

++

+ grasping, rapacious,
devouring
++ anima/animus + 
caedere - soulmurders
(used here as a mas-
culine noun)


